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Curriculum Intent
At Wood End & Preschool, our intent is to:

e Deliver Music at Wood End inclusive and accessible to all, nurturing children’s
creativity, self-confidence and a life-long love of music.

e We expose pupils to a wide range of genres, styles and cultures and build their
musicianship through rich practical experiences (singing, listening, composing
and performing).

e By the end of Key Stage 1, our curriculum ensures pupils can: use their voices
expressively and creatively; play tuned and untuned instruments musically; listen
with concentration to high-quality live and recorded music; and experiment with,
create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music
(pitch, duration, dynamics, tfempo, timbre, texture, structure, and simple
notations).

e Inthe Early Years, we recognise that every child is inherently musical. Provision
prioritises playful exploration, movement, vocal play and instrument play within
enabling environments and positive relationships, drawing on the guidance of
Musical Development Matters (Hearing & Listening; Vocalising & Singing; Moving
& Dancing; Exploring & Playing).

* Ourintent reflects existing Wood End practice: children express their own ideas,
thoughts and feelings through music; are taught by specialist musicians in KS1;
experience live music and regular performance opportunities (e.g., Harvest,
Christmas, and Year 2 end-of-year events); and encounter a termly composer

focus to broaden cultural capital.

Curriculum Implementation
At Wood End & Preschool:

e EYFS: Music is woven through daily continuous provision indoors and outdoors.
Children access a broad range of sound-making objects and instruments;
engage in daily songs and rhymes; move and dance; and take part in short,
playful adult-guided sessions. Planning takes its lead from children’s interests and
follows the Musical Development Matters aspects rather than a tick-list, ensuring
rich experiences and documentation of learning (e.g., photo/audio notes).

e KS1: Each class has a weekly, 30 minute timetabled music lesson delivered by a

specialist teacher (through the local Music Education Hub), with additional
musical moments embedded across the week.

* Sequences follow the Model Music Curriculum'’s four strands—Singing; Listening;
Composing; Performing/Instrumental—building secure technique in pulse, rhythm
and pitch through repetition, call-and-response, improvisation and active
listening.

For further information please see: Intended Progression; Cornerstones Curriculum Overview; Other relevant
documents: SEN Policy; EYFS Policy, Sensory Curriculum.



Intent | Implementation | Impact

Curriculum area: Music

Repertoire reflects diverse traditions and our community, and pupils have
frequent informal and formal performance opportunities (including the annual
Primary Music Festival for Year 2 and seasonal assemblies/performances).
Cross-curricular links (e.g., stories, dance, history and science of sound) are used
where they deepen musical understanding.

Staff model and explicitly feach musical vocabulary (pulse/beat, rhythm, pitch,
dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure) and (in Year 2) infroduce age-
appropriate forms of notation (graphic/icons moving towards simple rhythms).
Inclusion: We plan for ‘quality first teaching’ and remove barriers—differentiated
parts, alternative/adapted instruments, visual supports and cues, additional
processing time, small-group pre/post-teaching, and technology where helpful—
working with the SENCO to align with pupils’ EHCP/SEN plans.

Curriculum Impact

At Wood End & Preschool, our pupils will:

In EYFS children demonstrate curiosity, joy and agency in music; show an
emerging internalised pulse; explore and combine sounds; express themselves
through movement and singing; and begin to use simple musical language when
talking about what they notice and feel.

By the end of KS1: Pupils sing a widening range of songs in tune and with
expression; keep a steady beat; perform simple rhythms and short melodic
patterns on untuned/tuned instfruments; improvise and compose short pieces by
selecting and combining sounds; use and respond to basic symbols/notation;
and listen with concentration, describing music using appropriate vocabulary.

They participate confidently in class and school performances, demonstrating
growing musical independence and enjoyment.
We evaluate impact through ongoing observation, listening to performances,

reviewing pupils’ compositions/recordings, and gathering pupil voice about
enjoyment, challenge and confidence in music. Findings inform next steps and
curriculum refinement alongside the MK Music Hub.

Early Years

Music primarily supports Expressive Arts and Design (‘Being imaginative and
expressive’; ‘Creating with materials’) and Communication & Language, as well
as Physical Development and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Our
approach is aligned with ‘Musical Development Matters’ which structures
guidance around four musical aspects: Hearing & Listening; Vocalising & Singing;
Moving & Dancing; Exploring & Playing. We emphasise high-quality interactions,

For further information please see: Intended Progression; Cornerstones Curriculum Overview; Other relevant
documents: SEN Policy; EYFS Policy, Sensory Curriculum.
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enabling environments and broad cultural listening experiences, avoiding
checklists and valuing each child’s unique pathway.

Special Educational Needs & Inclusion

Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), Special Educational
Needs Support Plan (SEN Plan) or individual outcomes will have specific targets
and interventions planned for them to meet any relevant literacy and language
skills. These will be timetabled and planned with the SENCO, class teacher and
any relevant health care and educational professionals.

All teaching and learning at Woodend is differentiated accordingly and we plan
for ‘quality first teaching strategies’ to implement a whole class provision
approach. A whole class approach is inclusive of all learning styles.

Children accessing the Hive provision receive a weekly 30 minute lesson delivered
by a Music specialist fromm MK Music Hub.

An additional 30 minute session is delivered weekly by the Hive teacher exploring
the KS1 vocabulary and skills with access to a range of percussion instruments. This
is delivered using the Sensory Curriculum.

Assessment, Recording, and Reporting to Parents

EYFS: Assessment is formative and contfinuous, capturing significant musical
moments through video and dialogue. Practitioners reflect against the ‘Musicall
Development Matters’ aspects to plan next steps and share celebrations with
families during Structured Conversations.

KS1: Teachers assess pupils against the statutory KST programme of study and the

MMC's progression within the four strands (Singing, Listening, Composing,
Performing/Instrumental). Evidence includes teacher observation notes (MK Music
Hub), pupil voice, short recordings and simple notated work. Reports via
Structured Conversations summarise progress in these strands and highlight
participation in performances and ensembles.

For further information please see: Intended Progression; Cornerstones Curriculum Overview; Other relevant
documents: SEN Policy; EYFS Policy, Sensory Curriculum.




