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Curriculum Intent 

At Wood End Infant & Preschool, our intent is to: 

• Provide a high-quality, inclusive and engaging Art and Design curriculum. 

• Develop children’s artistic skills and knowledge of visual elements, art forms, artists 

and art movements.  

• Give pupils the confidence to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings 

through exploration of media and materials. 

• Support pupils to evaluate and analyse their artwork and to recognise similarities 

and differences between their work and that of famous artists.  

Curriculum Implementation 

At Wood End Infant & Preschool: 

• Our Art and Design lessons are planned using the ‘Cornerstones Curriculum.’ 

• The Cornerstones Curriculum is implemented through a series of engaging 

and knowledge rich projects.  

• The projects are organised so that curriculum content, knowledge and skills are 

taught in a well-sequenced way that allows children to learn and do more as 

they progress throughout each year group.  

• In KS1, projects are written around a four-step pedagogy: Engage – Develop – 

Innovate – Express. 

• In Year 1, children explore themes directly related to the children themselves, 

such as their facial features, the surrounding natural world and their local 

community. In Year 2, the projects expand children’s artistic horizons to study a 

more comprehensive range of artists, artistic movements and creative 

techniques. 

• In addition to explicit Art and Design lessons, during scheduled continuous 

provision slots, pupils have access to open-ended resources, allowing them 

progress and explore their creative skills with increasing independence, 

understanding and enjoyment. 

• Enrichments: Family Art and Design homework projects, Friday enrichment 

sessions, cross curricular opportunities within Forest school and themed learning 

days (Poetry day, Maths day, Book week). 

 

Curriculum Impact  

At Wood End & Preschool, our pupils will: 

• Develop artistic and cultural awareness, supporting their imagination and 

creativity. 
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• Have opportunities to expand vocabulary and communication skills through self-

expression of thoughts and feelings. 

• Make good progress in acquiring skills, knowledge, and conceptual 

understanding. 

• Enhance personal, social, and emotional development through collaboration 

with adults and peers, while building confidence and metacognitive skills. 

• Strengthen critical thinking and problem-solving abilities through hands-on, 

stimulating exploration, encouraging children to take risks, analyse their work, 

make decisions, and develop solutions. 

 

Early Years 

• The EYFS framework is structured differently to the national curriculum as it is 

organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The most 

relevant statements are taken from; ‘Expressive Art and Design’ area of learning.  

• A mixture of ‘child led’ and ‘adult initiated’ activities will be provided to enhance 

learning opportunities. These activities follow Cornerstones overarching themes, 

which change twice every half term.  

In addition, within Continuous Provision, children have the opportunity to design 

and create their work though visual, tactile and sensory experiences. We look to 

enrich resources within both our indoor and outdoor provision, and interactions, 

including the use of new vocabulary, between adults and children, continuously 

as part of our early year’s curriculum. 

• In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners reflect on the different 

rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately, 

referring to the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning.  

• In addition, the Prime Areas of Learning (Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development) 

underpin and are an integral part of children’s learning in all areas. 

Special Educational Needs & Inclusion 

• Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), Special Educational 

Needs Support Plan (SEN Plan) or individual outcomes will have specific targets 

and interventions planned for them to meet any particular curricular strengths or 

interests. These will be timetabled and planned with the SENCO, class teacher 

and any relevant health care and educational professionals.  

• All teaching and learning at Woodend is differentiated accordingly and we plan 

for ‘quality first teaching strategies’ to implement a whole class provision 

approach.  A whole class approach is inclusive of all learning styles. 
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Assessment, Recording, and Reporting to Parents 

• Art and Design lessons are planned into the Cornerstones Curriculum timetable, 

focusing upon the ‘National Curriculum’ and ‘EYFS framework 2024’ skills and 

knowledge are added into the lesson objectives. This tracks the coverage and, 

knowledge and attainment for each child every lesson. It provides interactive 

attainment reports that give learning indicators for each child, showing what skills 

and knowledge they have ‘fully attained’, ‘partially attained’, ‘not attained’ or 

lessons they may have missed and therefore ‘not taught.’ Planning can be 

adapted according to attainment reports to support progress and coverage. 

• At the end of reception year teachers will record pupil’s outcomes against the 

Early Learning Goals, recognising whether they are: meeting ‘expected’ levels or 

not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’).  

• Parents will receive feedback on pupil’s attainment during Structured 

Conversations in the Autumn and Spring term. Information on how children will be 

supported and extended will also be shared. 

• Parents have the opportunity to see children’s work within ‘Book Looks’ and on 

display around school/in classrooms.  

• Information on class coverage and planning can be found on topic overviews. 
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