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Curriculum Intent 

At Wood End Infant & Preschool, our intent is to: 

• Deliver a high-quality, inclusive, and engaging Design and Technology 

curriculum that reflects the diverse needs and interests of all learners. 

• Provide all children with meaningful, hands-on experiences that encourage 

creativity, innovation, and purposeful design across a range of contexts. 

• Inspire pupils to see themselves as future designers, engineers, builders, and 

problem solvers, understanding the vital role design and technology play in 

shaping the world around us. 

• Ensure pupils can confidently recall key knowledge, use technical vocabulary 

accurately, and develop a broad set of design-specific skills. 

• Encourage children to extend their learning beyond the classroom, applying their 

knowledge and skills in designing, building, and cooking in everyday life. 

Curriculum Implementation 

At Wood End Infant & Preschool: 

• Our Design and Technology curriculum is implemented through a structured, 

engaging, and inclusive approach that supports the development of practical 

skills, creativity, and technical knowledge 

• We use the Cornerstones Curriculum, which provides a rich sequence of projects 

designed to build knowledge and skills progressively across year groups, 

supporting pupils in becoming confident designers and makers.  

• In KS1, each project is carefully planned to ensure children experience a broad 

range of design and technology disciplines, including: 

o Structures: Cutting, joining, and strengthening wood and other materials. 

o Mechanisms: Exploring wheels and axles, sliders, levers, and linkages. 

o Food: Learning about food sources, recipes, preparation, and cooking 

techniques. 

o Textiles: Developing skills in sewing, pattern making, and embellishment. 

• During scheduled continuous provision slots, pupils access open-ended resources that 

encourage independent exploration and creativity. This approach supports the 

development of practical skills, problem-solving abilities, and design thinking in a child-

led environment. 

• We extend learning beyond the classroom through: 

• Family Design and Technology homework projects, cross-curricular links with Forest 

School and themed learning days such as Poetry Day, Maths Day, and Book Week. 
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Curriculum Impact  

At Wood End & Preschool, our pupils will: 

• Expand vocabulary and strengthen communication skills through collaboration 

with peers and adults in shared projects. 

• Make sustained progress in acquiring skills, subject knowledge, and conceptual 

understanding. 

• Develop and awareness of safe practices when designing, creating and using 

products.  

• Build confidence and resilience by taking creative risks, analysing their work and 

finding innovative solutions.  

 

Early Years 

• At Wood End, Design and Technology (D&T) in the Early Years is delivered through 

a rich, project-based approach that develops creativity, problem-solving, and 

exploration. 

• Balanced Approach: A combination of child-led and adult-initiated activities 

enhances learning opportunities. Children are encouraged to revisit and apply 

previously learned skills independently during choosing time. 

• Meaningful Contexts: Adult-initiated projects are often inspired by a core book or 

theme, providing purposeful contexts for designing and making. These projects 

change twice every half term to ensure variety, engagement, and progression. 

• Enriched Environments: Both indoor and outdoor spaces are equipped with high-

quality resources and supported by adults who introduce new vocabulary, tools, 

and concepts through purposeful interactions. 

• Making and Thinking: Once children have developed their ideas, they move into 

the making phase. Adults guide and extend thinking through open-ended 

questioning, encouraging reflection and problem-solving. 

• Holistic Development: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, 

Communication and Language, and Physical Development are embedded 

throughout all D&T experiences, ensuring every child’s holistic growth. 

Special Educational Needs & Inclusion 

• Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), Special Educational 

Needs Support Plan (SEN Plan) or individual outcomes will have specific targets 

and interventions planned for them to meet any particular curricular strengths or 

interests. These will be timetabled and planned with the SENCO, class teacher 

and any relevant health care and educational professionals.  
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• All teaching and learning at Woodend is differentiated accordingly and we plan 

for ‘quality first teaching strategies’ to implement a whole class provision 

approach.  A whole class approach is inclusive of all learning styles. 

Assessment, Recording, and Reporting to Parents 

• Design and Technology lessons are planned into the Cornerstones Curriculum 

timetable, focusing upon the ‘National Curriculum’ and ‘EYFS framework 2024’ 

skills and knowledge are added into the lesson objectives. This tracks the 

coverage and, knowledge and attainment for each child every lesson. It 

provides interactive attainment reports that give learning indicators for each 

child, showing what skills and knowledge they have ‘fully attained’, ‘partially 

attained’, ‘not attained’ or lessons they may have missed and therefore ‘not 

taught.’ Planning can be adapted according to attainment reports to support 

progress and coverage. 

• At the end of reception year, teachers will record pupil’s outcomes against the 

Early Learning Goals, recognising whether they are: meeting ‘expected’ levels or 

not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’).  

• Parents will receive feedback on pupil’s attainment during Structured 

Conversations in the Autumn and Spring term. Information on how children will be 

supported and extended will also be shared. 

• Parents have the opportunity to see children’s work within ‘Book Looks’ and on 

display around school/in classrooms.  

• Information on class coverage and planning can be found on topic overviews. 
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