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Curriculum area: English

Curriculum Intent
At Wood End & Preschool, our intent is to:

* teach pupils to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas
and emotions to others and through their reading and listening, others can
communicate with them.

* encourage children to acquire knowledge and to build on what they already
know through reading.

* inspire children to read for their pleasure and enjoyment

* ensure children master the skills of punctuation, sentence structure, transcription,
spelling and redrafting so that they are able to communicate effectively through
arange of text types.

* encourage children to develop a curiosity surrounding vocabulary and
language, where they develop a broad bank of vocabulary that they are able to
draw upon both within writing and conversation.

* model high quality and a variety of language for pupils in order to develop their
own vocabulary, grammar and understanding when reading, writing and
speaking.

Curriculum Implementation
At Wood End & Preschool:

* Phonics is the main approach to teaching early word reading. Teachers use the
Read Write Inc. scheme (RWI), which is a DfE approved systematic synthetic
phonics programme, daily.

* Read Write Inc. teaches children to read fluently and with speed. This gives them
the building blocks to apply their phonics skills to enable them to read and write
with fluency and creativity. It also develops skills including spelling and
comprehension to further enhance their understanding of their reading and
writing. After RWI Phonics. Children will work through the RWI Comprehension
modules. This is when the children will have a focus on story comprehension and
vocabulary and language.

* We plan English based on the National Curriculum, supported by a carefully
sequenced progression in the skills and knowledge needed in each year.

* We enhance our lessons through the use of ‘Literacy Shed Plus’, which includes
‘Comprehension Plus.’

» Literacy Shed Plus provides book and film units of work based on a range of
genres and text types. These units usually last two (or more) weeks providing
familiarity and the opportunity to embed, refine and master skills and knowledge.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents
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Literacy Shed plus provides stimulating and engaging lessons centred on oral and
practical activities, as well as encouraging reading and research for different
writing purposes.

* Comprehension plus provides reading materials to aid the recall of the 6 reading
domains as part of the UK's reading curriculum. They are the key areas which
children need to know and understand in order to improve their comprehension
of texts. (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explanation, Retrieval, Sequence or
Summarise)

* Grammar, sentence structure, and transcription are taught explicitly to ensure
pupils develop secure sentence-level control that underpins effective
composition. Literacy Shed’s Grammar and Sentence Shed activities teach
grammatical knowledge in context, while Spelling Shed and planned dictation
activities support accurate spelling, punctuation, and sentence fluency across
writing and comprehension beyond the RWI programme.

* Teachers implement the EEF's ShREC approach daily, intentionally Sharing
attention, Responding, Expanding, and sustaining Conversation to model rich,
structured language. Pupils practise and apply new vocabulary through
discussion, drawing, mark-making, and writing, embedding language across
reading, comprehension, and writing.

*  We plan our English lessons to match topics provided by our ‘Cornerstones
Curriculum.’ The Cornerstones Curriculum is a broad and balanced, knowledge-
rich primary curriculum. Its content is delivered through a range of subject-
specific projects, which last either a full or half term.

* Alove of reading is promoted through: vibrant and inviting book corners in
classrooms, topic books provided by the library service to enhance learning
opportunities linked to the children’s lessons, class book votes that give children
choice, daily story time sessions, regular library visits, and whole school themed
events such as; Author of the Term, Teacher Tales, National Poetry Day, Assembly
recitals, World Book Day, and Parent Readers.

* We use Kinetic Letters® as a handwriting programme. Using four main threads of
Making bodies stronger, Learning the letters, Holding the pencil, and Flow and
fluency, it enables children to develop legible handwriting that is produced
quickly and automatically. Every class in the school takes part in a Kinetic Letters
lesson everyday which focuses on letter formation and then body strength and
pencil grip are continuously reinforced throughout the school day.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents
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Curriculum Impact
At Wood End & Preschool, our pupils will:
* read for pleasure, and as a means to satisfy a thirst for knowledge
* become fluent, independent and reflective readers who are confident to talk
about books and authors
* develop curiosity by asking questions
e communicate and articulate effectively within society and learning environments
* write for a range of purposes and see themselves as real writers
* take ownership of their writing
* see writing as an interesting and enjoyable process
* acquire the ability to organise and plan their written work, including having an
awareness of transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition
(articulating ideas and giving them structure).

Our goal is to:

Ensure pupils develop confident speaking and listening skills, secure sentence-level
conftrol, accurate tfranscription, and ambitious vocabulary, including correct grammairr,
enabling them to communicate effectively, read with understanding, and write fluently
and with purpose across genres and curriculum subjects. They can plan, compose,
revise, and edit their work independently while applying grammar, punctuation, and
spelling accurately. We aim to ensure that consistent exposure to high-quality texts,
structured talk, and scaffolded writing develops strong oral language, reading, and
writing skills, helping pupils become confident, coherent, and increasingly sophisticated
readers, communicators, and writers by the end of Key Stage 1.

Early Years
* The EYFS framework is structured differently to the national curriculum as it is

organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The most
relevant statements for English are taken from; ‘Literacy’ and ‘Communication
and Language’ areas of learning.

* In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners reflect on the different
rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately,
referring to the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning. These are:
playing and exploring — children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a
go’; active learning — children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy their achievements for their own sake; creating and thinking
crifically — children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas,
and develop strategies for doing things.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents
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* In addition, the Prime Areas of Learning (Personal, Social and Emotional
Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development)
underpin and are an integral part of children’s learning in all areas.

* A mixture of ‘child led’ and ‘adult initiated’ activities will be provided or
encouraged to enhance learning opportunities in English. We look to enrich
resources within both our indoor and outdoor provision, and interactions,
including the use of language and vocabulary, between adults and children,
continuously as part of our early years curriculum.

* Inthe Early Years, Drawing Club, by Greg Bottrill, is used to develop early
language, mark-making, and sentence structure through high-quality texts, talk,
and drawing. This approach supports pupils in developing vocabulary, oral
composition, and the foundations of writing, ensuring a smooth transition into
more formal sentence construction and writing in Key Stage 1.

* The children also have ‘rnyme time sessions’ to support children's early language
development skills.

Special Educational Needs & Inclusion

e Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), Special Educational
Needs Support Plan (SEN Plan) or individual outcomes will have specific targets
and interventions planned for them to meet any relevant literacy and language
skills. These will be timetabled and planned with the SENCO, class teacher and
any relevant health care and educational professionals.

* All teaching and learning at Woodend is differentiated accordingly and we plan
for ‘quality first teaching strategies’ to implement a whole class provision
approach. A whole class approach is inclusive of all learning styles.

* Research underpinning the EEF's guidance report ‘Special Educational Needs in
Mainstream Schools’ indicates that supporting high quality teaching improves
outcomes for pupils with SEND. We aim to incorporate the five specific
approaches set out to support academic progress. They are; explicit instruction,
cognitive and metacognitive strategies, scaffolding, flexible grouping, and using
technology. These five teaching approaches are likely to broadly support all
pupils, while particularly supporting many pupils with SEND.

* We use adaptive teaching, in which we anticipate barriers to learning and use
informal assessment, as well as feedback, o make in-the-moment adaptations to
lessons. Different cohorts of pupils are likely to learn at different rates and require
different levels and types of support from teachers to succeed. Adaptive
teaching ensures we can respond to the needs of children.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents
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* We use Jordan Garratt’s Sensory Stories to support pupils with SEN, providing rich,
multi-sensory learning experiences that develop communication, literacy, and
sensory regulation. The books are designed for learners of any age or stage,
enabling all pupils to access, engage, and learn, while assuming competence
and promoting both academic and sensory skill development. Some children will
also have drawing club sessions. This approach supports pupils in developing
vocabulary, oral composition, and the foundations of writing.

Assessment, Recording, and Reporting to Parents

* As part of the Read Write Inc (RWI) programme children are assessed every half
term to ensure they receive targeted teaching sessions in ‘progress groups’ with
relevant skills and exposure supported.

* RWI assesses; ‘sound knowledge’, ‘oral blending’, reading words with digraphs
and trigraphs (known as ‘special friends’, ‘reading nonsense words' (pseudo),
‘speedy reading’ (speed of word reading), and fluency.

* Once children have completed RWI Phonics, they will complete Read Write Inc
Comprehension. Children’s writing will be assessed in these group sessions, in
which spelling, punctuation and grammar will be moderated.

* Year One children will take part in the phonics screening check in June. The
purpose of the phonics screening check is to confirm that all children have
learned phonic decoding to an age appropriate standard. Children’s scores for
the phonic screener are shared with parents in the second half of the summer
term. Children who have not met the standard in year 1 will re-take the phonics
screening check in year 2. The results of any re-take will also be shared with
parents.

* Assessment is also informed by; observations during daily English lessons, verbal
feedback and written marking when appropriate, including internal and external
moderations of work produced.

* English lessons are planned into the Cornerstones Curriculum timetable, in which
the ‘English National Curriculum Program of Study’s 2021 skills and knowledge are
added into the lesson objectives. This tracks the coverage and, knowledge and
attainment for each child every lesson. It provides interactive attainment reports
that give learning indicators for each child, showing what skills and knowledge
they have ‘fully attained’, ‘partially attained’, ‘not attained’ or lessons they may
have missed and therefore ‘not taught.’ Planning can be adapted according to
aftainment reports to support progress and coverage.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents
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* Summative judgements (working; ‘within’, ‘just within’, ‘borderline’ and ‘below’
age related expectations) are recorded each term, discussed at pupil progress
meetings and in end of year reports for all KS1 pupils.

* At the end of reception year teachers will record pupil’'s outcomes against the 17
Early Learning Goals, stating for each ELG whether the child is: meeting
‘expected’ levels or not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). They will also
provide feedback on how the child demonstrates the ‘three characteristics of
effective learning’. (These ELGs are the goals or targets children are expected to
achieve within the seven areas of learning.)

* Parents will receive feedback on pupil's attainment during Structured
Conversations in the Autumn and Spring term. Information on how children will be
supported and extended will also be shared. Parents will also receive feedback
on children’s learning in their end of year reports.

e Parents have the opportunity to see children’s work within ‘Book Looks' and on
display around school/in classrooms.

* Information on class coverage and planning can be found on topic overviews,
and via the use of Class Dojo.

For further information please see: ‘Intended Progression’, Cornerstones Curriculum Overview, KS1 Literacy Shed Unit
Coverage, EEF High quality teaching benefits pupils with SEND The ‘Five-a-day’ principle, Other relevant documents: RW!I Policy,
Handwriting policy, SEN Policy, EYFS Policy, Comprehension Plus Intent and RWI Intent documents



