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Curriculum Intent 

At Wood End & Preschool, our intent is to: 

• Provide a high-quality, broad and balanced history education. 

• Equip children with the knowledge and understanding of people, events, and 

contexts from a range of historical periods and of historical concepts and 

processes. 

• Encourage children to think critically about history and communicate ideas, 

evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views. (Develop the ability to think, 

reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, formulating and refining questions 

and lines of enquiry.) 

• Inspire children to be curious learners, have a passion for history and enable them 

to make connections between historical events and their own lives. 

• Develop a respect for diversity, appreciating the experiences and cultures of 

others.  
• Demonstrate how historical events have shaped society, and encourage an 

open-minded approach to different viewpoints and backgrounds. 

Curriculum Implementation 

At Wood End & Preschool: 

• We plan our History lessons provided by our ‘Cornerstones Curriculum.’ The 

Cornerstones Curriculum is a broad and balanced, knowledge-rich primary 

curriculum. Its content is delivered through a range of subject-specific projects, 

which last either a full or half term. 

• The Cornerstones Curriculum covers the content of the national curriculum for 

history, the programmes of study (PoS) have been broken down into 

concepts/aspects, core knowledge and skills. In the national curriculum, the PoS 

for history are not linked to specific year groups, so the projects have been 

designed to deliver the PoS in a logical order. In Year 1, the children study 

childhood and the history of school, with projects mainly focusing on the recent 

past and the Victorian era. Year 2 focuses on locally, nationally and 

internationally significant people from the past and the role of the monarchy in 

the United Kingdom through time.  

• Each project plans for substantive knowledge (knowledge of established historical 

facts) and disciplinary knowledge (knowledge of the methods used in history to 

establish facts) in the skills and core knowledge statements for that year group  

• All history content is delivered through projects. All projects are written around a 

four-step pedagogy: Engage – Develop – Innovate – Express. 

• Specific history lessons are taught weekly in KS1.  
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• The Cornerstones framework is based on ‘big ideas’. The big ideas provide 

‘threads’ across the curriculum, allowing children to encounter and revisit their 

learning through a variety of subject lenses. Big Ideas covered in the history 

curriculum content are: Humankind • Place and space • Processes • Comparison 

• Investigation • Significance • Materials • Change • Nature. These larger 

concepts are then linked to smaller concepts/aspects of geography. For 

example, the Big Idea of ‘Humankind’ is linked to the concepts/aspects of 

‘Everyday life, ‘Hierarchy and power’ and ‘Civilisations’. 

• Through our Cornerstone Curriculum ‘driver projects’, our subjects have strong 

cross-curricular links. Our chosen core texts covered in our Literacy sessions link to 

the themes taught in History. Historical events, figures and places are also 

covered within project work in other subjects such as Geography. 

• Other ways we plan to enrich our history curriculum is through; International week, 

events in local communities, including considering opportunities for history related 

educational visits (externally and internally), visitors, provide opportunities to allow 

children to remember significant historical events that impact their lives today, 

including understanding changing human cultures, politics, lifestyles, beliefs and 

creativity, for example through the use of whole school assemblies.  

Curriculum Impact  

At Wood End & Preschool, our pupils will: 

• Understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today 

• Understand society and their place within it, so that they develop a sense of their 

cultural heritage 

• Understand where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 

framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in 

different periods. 

• Understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify 

different ways in which it is represented. 

• Be able to discuss changes within living memory, events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the Great Fire of London, 

the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or 

anniversaries], the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed 

to national and international achievements comparing aspects of life in different 

periods [for example, Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, or Christopher Columbus 

and Neil Armstrong), significant historical events, people and places in their own 

locality. 
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Early Years 

• The EYFS framework is structured differently to the national curriculum as it is 

organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. The most 

relevant statements for History are taken from; ‘Understanding the World’, 

‘Communication and Language,’ ‘Literacy’, and ‘Personal, Social and Emotional’ 

areas of learning. History is incorporated through the children retelling events and 

communicating them with us. The use of photos, stories and props in show and 

tell, assist the children to share their experiences. 

• In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners reflect on the different 

rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately, 

referring to the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning. These are: 

playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a 

go’; active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter 

difficulties, and enjoy their achievements for their own sake; creating and thinking 

critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, 

and develop strategies for doing things.  

• In addition, the Prime Areas of Learning (Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development) 

underpin and are an integral part of children’s learning in all areas. 

• A mixture of ‘child led’ and ‘adult initiated’ activities will be provided or 

encouraged to enhance learning opportunities in Science. We look to enrich 

resources within both our  indoor and outdoor provision, and interactions, 

including the use of new vocabulary,  between adults and children, continuously 

as part of our early years curriculum. 

Special Educational Needs & Inclusion 

• Children with an Educational Health Care Plan (EHCP), Special Educational 

Needs Support Plan (SEN Plan) or individual outcomes will have specific targets 

and interventions planned for them to meet any particular curricular strengths or 

interests. These will be timetabled and planned with the SENCO, class teacher 

and any relevant health care and educational professionals.  

• All teaching and learning at Woodend is differentiated accordingly and we plan 

for ‘quality first teaching strategies’ to implement a whole class provision 

approach.  A whole class approach is inclusive of all learning styles. 

• Research underpinning the EEF’s guidance report ‘Special Educational Needs in 

Mainstream Schools’ indicates that supporting high quality teaching improves 

outcomes for pupils with SEND. We aim to incorporate the five specific 

approaches set out to support academic progress. They are; explicit instruction, 

cognitive and metacognitive strategies, scaffolding, flexible grouping, and using 
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technology. These five teaching approaches are likely to broadly support all 

pupils, while particularly supporting many pupils with SEND.  

• We use adaptive teaching, in which we anticipate barriers to learning and use 

informal assessment, as well as feedback, to make in-the-moment adaptations to 

lessons. Different cohorts of pupils are likely to learn at different rates and require 

different levels and types of support from teachers to succeed. Adaptive 

teaching ensures we can respond to the needs of children. 

Assessment, Recording, and Reporting to Parents 

• History lessons are planned into the Cornerstones Curriculum timetable, in which 

the ‘History National Curriculum Program of Study’s 2021’ and ‘EYFS framework 

2024’ skills and knowledge are added into the lesson objectives. This tracks the 

coverage and, knowledge and attainment for each child every lesson. It 

provides interactive attainment reports that give learning indicators for each 

child, showing what skills and knowledge they have ‘fully attained’, ‘partially 

attained’, ‘not attained’ or lessons they may have missed and therefore ‘not 

taught.’ Planning can be adapted according to attainment reports to support 

progress and coverage. 

• At the end of reception year teachers will record pupil’s outcomes against the 17 

Early Learning Goals, stating for each ELG whether the child is: meeting 

‘expected’ levels or not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’). They will also 

provide feedback on how the child demonstrates the ‘three characteristics of 

effective learning’. (These ELGs are the goals or targets children are expected to 

achieve within the seven areas of learning.) 

• Parents will receive feedback on pupil’s attainment during Structured 

Conversations in the Autumn and Spring term. Information on how children will be 

supported and extended will also be shared. Parents will also receive feedback 

on children’s learning in their end of year reports. 

• Parents have the opportunity to see children’s work within ‘Book Looks’ and on 

display around school/in classrooms.  

• Information on class coverage and planning can be found on topic overviews, 

and via the use of Class Dojo. 

. 

 

 


