EYFS Intent, Implementation & Impact

Intent

In the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS), our intent is to provide a nurturing, ambitious and
language-rich environment where every child develops the knowledge, skills and attitudes
needed for lifelong learning. We aim to:

e Promote secure relationships and a strong sense of belonging through consistent,
sensitive adults.

e Develop confident, independent, curious learners who are eager to explore and take risks.

e Build strong foundations in communication and language, recognising that it underpins
all future learning.

e Ensure that all children, including those with SEND and disadvantaged pupils, have
equitable access to a high-quality curriculum tailored to their developmental pathway.

e Provide a curriculum that celebrates play, creativity, diversity and children’s unique
interests.

e Prepare children for Year 1 with the personal, social, emotional and academic skills
needed to thrive, while maintaining the joy and integrity of early childhood.

Our curriculum is designed around the EYFS areas of learning, fostering the Characteristics of

Effective Teaching and Learning: Play and Exploration, Active Learning, and Creating and
Thinking Critically.

Implementation

We deliver our EYFS curriculum through purposeful play, direct teaching, high-quality
interactions, and carefully planned continuous provision. Our approach includes:

1. Environment and Provision

e Enabling environments indoors and outdoors that encourage independence, curiosity
and sustained shared thinking.

e Continuous provision arranged to promote child-led learning, with enhancements linked
to current themes, texts or children'’s interests.

2. Teaching and Interactions



e Skilled adults use modelling, questioning, narrative commentary and vocabulary
extension to move learning forward.

e Daily phonics lessons (following the school’s validated SSP programme), early reading

practice groups and exposure to rich texts.
e Daily maths mastery sessions focusing on number, pattern, spatial reasoning and
problem-solving using concrete experiences.

3. Curriculum Design

e A progressive, sequenced curriculum ensuring that key concepts and skills build
cumulatively across Nursery and Reception.

e Half-termly topics or themes that provide meaningful contexts for learning while
remaining flexible for child-led interests.

e Planned opportunities to foster PSED, self-regulation and emotional literacy.

4. Assessment for Learning

e Continuous formative assessment through observations, interactions and adult
knowledge of each child.

e Baseline assessments identify starting points, with targeted support delivered where

needed.
e Summative assessments termly to track progress and inform next steps.

5. Partnerships with Families

e Strong communication with parents through workshops, open days, learning journals and

regular dialogue.

e Support for home learning through phonics practice, reading expectations and shared

learning activities.

6. Inclusion

e Tailored strategies, interventions and small group adult-led sessions to meet the needs of

SEND, EAL, and disadvantaged learners.
e Collaboration with external agencies when appropriate.

Impact

The impact of our EYFS curriculum is demonstrated through children who are:

1. Happy, Confident and Independent



e Children feel safe, valued and able to express themselves.
e They show resilience, curiosity and a willingness to take risks in their learning.

2. Effective Communicators

e Children develop strong language and communication skills and use a broad range of
vocabulary confidently in different contexts.

3. Equipped with Strong Fundamental Skills

e Children make good progress from their starting points, with the many achieving a Good
Level of Development (GLD).

e They demonstrate secure phonics knowledge, early reading fluency and strong
mathematical understanding.

4. Ready for the Next Stage

e Children transition to Year 1 with the behaviours, attitudes and foundational knowledge
essential for the National Curriculum.

e They show the Characteristics of Effective Learning consistently and apply them across
new contexts.

5. Well-Rounded Learners

e Children demonstrate positive attitudes to learning, kindness, cooperation and awareness
of their emotions and those of others.

We evaluate impact through:

e Termly assessments and progress meetings
e Observations

e Parental feedback

e Monitoring of provision and teaching quality
e Year 1 transition data

Collectively, these ensure that our EYFS curriculum leads to secure, meaningful and sustained
learning.



