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WOOD END INFANT & PRE-SCHOOL
Dogs in School Policy

% Statement of Intent

Children can benefit educationally and emotionally, increase their understanding of responsibility and develop
empathy and nurturing skills through contact with a dog.

In addition to these benefits, children take great enjoyment from interaction with a dog. Appendix B sets out
further reasons for why the school feels it will be beneficial to have a school dog.

This policy must be adhered to by all staff members, pupils, parents and visitors.

1. Roles and Responsibilities

The Governing Board has a responsibility to ensure that the school has a written policy for dogs in School.
The Headteacher is responsible for implementing this policy.
Teachers and staff and children are required to abide by this policy.

The Health and Safety Officer is responsible for providing information, advice and guidance as and when
required.

2. Risks

Is there a risk in bringing a dog into a school environment?

Of course there is, though there are a variety of accidents which can happen within the school environment
which far exceed the number of injuries or incidents caused by a dog. Therefore, it is just another risk that
needs to be managed.

3. School Policy

Any dog that regularly visits Wood End to interact with the children will be owned by school staff only. Only
dogs with a very mild temperament will be permitted to visit the school site. Staff members will be responsible
for regular visits to the vets, injections and inoculations. Copies of annual vaccinations will be provided to the
School Business Manager.

The Governing Board, and the Head Teacher have both agreed that the school can have selected staff dogs
on site.

New staff that join the school will be informed verbally that the school often has dogs on site, there will also
be a copy of this policy in their induction pack. Any staff member who has an allergy or phobia of dogs is



expected to inform the Headteacher, no member of staff will be forced to be in the company of dogs if they
feel uncomfortable or are allergic.

Parents of new starters will be informed by letter that a dog will be in school (Appendix C) in their welcome
pack. Parents will be invited to speak to the Headteacher if they have any questions or concerns.

Information regarding dogs in school is available in the Parent Guide for Forest School and the policy
document for Forest Tots, both available on the School Website. This policy will also be available on the school
website.

At the start of each academic year there will be lessons around dogs in school and general behaviour around
dogs. These will be part of the Forest School sessions. This policy has an accompanying risk assessment and
this will be reviewed annually. The risk assessment is attached as Appendix A

In the event of an emergency evacuation the adult supporting which ever dogs are in school will accompany
them to the Fire Evacuation point.

Staff, visitors and students known to have allergic reactions to dogs must remain at a manageable distance.
Parents are able to inform the school of any allergies on admission or at any point should their child develop
an allergy.

If the dog is unwell they will not be allowed into school.

The dog will normally be kept on a lead and harness until fully trained when moving between classrooms or
on a walk and will be under the full control and supervision of an adult.

There may be occasions when the dog is working off lead, but this will only happen in an enclosed space and
under the control of an adult. Before removing the lead, all present will be consulted.

Children must never be left alone with the dog and there must be appropriate adult supervision at all times
when the dog is present with children.

Children should be reminded of what is appropriate behaviour around the dog. Children should remain calm
around the dog. They should not make sudden movements and must never stare into a dog’s eyes as this
could be threatening for the dog. Children should not to put their face near a dog and should always approach
it standing up. Children should never go near or disturb the dog that is sleeping or eating. Children must not
be allowed to play too roughly with the dog.

If the dog is surrounded by a large number of children, the dog could become nervous and agitated. Therefore,
the adult in charge of the dog must ensure that s/he monitors the situation.

Dogs express their feelings through their body language. Growling or baring of teeth indicate that the dog is
feeling angry or threatened. Flattened ears, tail lowered or between their legs, hiding behind their owner,
whining or growling are signs that the dog is frightened or nervous. If the dog is displaying any of these warning
signs he should be immediately removed from that particular situation or environment.

Children should not feed or eat close to the dogs.
Children should always wash their hands after handling a dog.

Any dog foul will be cleaned immediately and disposed of appropriately by an adult.



4. Other dogs

Dogs that belong to visitors and parents or any person who is not a staff member and has not provided the
School Business Manager with the relevant documentation will not be permitted to bring their dog on to site.
There may be an exceptional circumstance where a non-staff member dog may come on to site for example
as part of a visiting farm etc but this must be only at the discretion of the Headteacher and due diligence must
be followed (checking of temperament, training, vaccinations, a risk assessment completed and appropriate
insurance documentation provided)

5. Insurance

All dogs must be covered by petinsurance. The staff member who owns the dog is responsible for the payment
and upkeep of this insurance. A copy of the insurance certificate must be supplied to the School Business
Manager annually.

The school’s Public Liability Insurance policy will be enforced in respect of the School being negligent and
legally liable. Our insurers are Zurich.

6. Monitoring and Review

This policy will be reviewed every two years along with the Health & Safety Policy.

Reviewed: March 2025
Next Review: March 2027
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WOOD END INFANT & PRE-SCHOOL
Dogs On Site Risk Assessment

Assessment conducted by:

Karen Rayner — Specialist TA

Covered by this assessment Dogs visiting school
Review interval: As needed
Date of assessment: September 2021

Date of next review:

Reviewed March 2025

\ Related Documents: Health and Safety Policy
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= Probable Possible Remote

Major . .

Causes major physical injury, harm or ill-health. High (H) H Medium (M)
Likely Severe
L L

impact Causes physical injury or illness requiring first aid. : M ow (1)

Minor M L L

Causes physical or emotional discomfort.




Risk

Risk rating .
rior to In place? rating
Area for concern P ) Recommended controls : By whom? Deadline following
action Yes/No e
H/M/L
a H/M/L
Safety controls to be assessed and implemented on each occasion that dogs visit the premises
Fouling — Dogs to be exercised before coming onto the premises.
. ) & . M If dogs need further relief, they should be exercised on the unused grass area at the front of the Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
disease/infection ; ) ) ) . . .
school. Faeces to be picked up in an appropriate bag and disposed of in the outside nappy bin.
Diseases, parasites on Dogs to have annual injections and medication.
dogs — risk of disease M Dogs to be up-to-date with flea and worming treatments. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
infection to humans All children and adults instructed to wash hands after contact.
Hygiene — risk of Adequate provision for hand washing readily available. Children and adults educated not to touch
) . . M f their face during th i Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
infection and disease any part of their face during the activity.
. Children and adults educated on dog behaviours. o
Phobias M Children and adults concerns accepted and restricted access given. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
. . Letter to parents/guardians to inform them of the dog visits to include a request for known
Allergies — skin rashes, . )
eve and nose animal allergies.
. y . M Individual’s medical information to be checked — children and adults known to have allergies to Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
irritations, breathing .
roblems have restricted access.
P Adults to observe for unknown reactions.
Children and adults to be instructed in handling dogs correctly.
) Keep faces away from dog’s face. .
B . .
ites / scratches M Dogs nails to be kept trimmed. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
Dogs to be fully assessed for behaviour issues before contact with children.
Trapped fingers in All dog accessories to be in good working order. »
collar/harness M Children and adults to be educated on areas to be touched. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
Potential hazard to dogs as well as humans.
Escaped, Dogs to be supervised by their trained handler at all times.
uncontrollable and M A holding, calm area to be available for the dogs. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L
stressed dogs Fresh water to be always available for the dogs.
Dogs to have followed a training scheme and given an official assessment prior.
Multiple dogs Potential hazard to dogs as well as humans. o
on the premises M Dogs to be kept on leads at all times and supervised by their trained handlers. Yes Supervising Staff n/a L




Appendix B

Reasons to have a dog in school

Behaviour

Behaviour problems occur in school and these can interfere with learning. Some schools are using dogs to
improve behaviour problems by promoting positive behaviour in students. In a controlled study, students
were found to have fewer disciplinary referrals in schools with a dog than schools without. Students’
behaviour improved toward teachers, and students also showed more confidence and responsibility.
Additionally, parents reported that children seemed more interested in school as a result of having a dog at
school.

Attendance
Children can be encouraged back into school using caring for a dog as an incentive
Social Development

Dogs in school offer an opportunity for improving social development. They are especially useful for teaching
students social skills and responsibility. Specifically, with a dog in the classroom, students have the opportunity
to learn how to care for the animal. This includes walking and grooming. Researchers report that involving
students in the daily care of classroom dogs is a positive experience, promoting their own daily care. The
students also learn about responsibility, caring and sharing when helping each other take care of a dog at
school.

As a reward

Dogs will be gentle and loving, but at the same time full of fun and enjoyment for the students. Those students
who have performed incredibly well during the week or those who have made progress in a certain subject,
or those who have achieved tasks set for them, may be rewarded with spending time during lunch or break
to interact with these dogs. Walking, grooming, playing and training are some of the responsibilities students
will be allowed to undertake. It has been proved that working and playing with a dog improves children’s
social skills and self-esteem. Support Dogs can work with students on a one to one basis and will especially
help those students who have been bullied abused, going through upsetting/difficult times or even
scared/phobic of dogs. The dog will bring much joy and help to all the students they meet and are happy to
provide plenty of hugs to the students they are spending time with. Students who struggle with social
interaction can find a reassuring friend in a dog.

Reading

Reading programmes with dogs are doing wonders for some students. Children who might be embarrassed
to read aloud to the class or even adults are likely to be less scared to read to a dog. “It might be less stressful
for a child to read aloud to a dog than to a teacher or a peer. After all, a dog won’t judge or correct you.” Dogs
are used to encourage struggling readers to practise reading aloud. With the presence of a “calm and well-
trained dog,” students find social support and peer interaction. Dogs are incredibly calm and happy to have
students read to them or join a group of children in the library whilst they are having a book reading session.
Dogs give unconditional acceptance, as they are non-judgmental, which is especially crucial to struggling,
emerging readers. The dogs also provide confidence to children as they do not make fun of them when they



read, but above all they make amazing listeners, providing the children with a sense of comfort and love.
Research has proved that students who read to dogs show an increase in reading levels, word recognition, a
higher desire to read and write, and an increase in interpersonal skills among the students they mix with.
Bullying can be a problem in all schools with students anxious about school for fear of taunting and abuse. But
in some schools dogs are making a difference in the fight against bullies. Researchers report that students can
identify with animals, and with empathy for the dog, can better understand how classmates may feel. It was
found that violent behaviour in participation students declined by 55%, and general aggression went down
62%



Appendix C

Wood End Infant & Pre-School
Redbridge, Stantonbury,

Milton Keynes, MK14 6BB

01908 316424
office@woodendsch.org.uk

i ariats www.woodend.org.uk
Infant € Pre-School Headteacher: Claire Wilson BA Hons NPQH

Dear Parents and Carers,

School dogs

At Wood End we regularly have dogs on site. These dogs all have a mild temperament and belong to members
of school staff. No other dogs are permitted to come on to the school site.

All dogs that attend the school site are fully vaccinated and insured.

We regularly discuss with the children the rules and expectations around dogs in school but we will also talk
about many of the benefits too. We have undertaken a significant amount of research and are aware of many
benefits to having a school dog including.

Benefits:

e acalming effect on pupils;

e improved behaviour and concentration, reduced stress and improved self-esteem;

e encouraging expression, participation and confidence for all children;

e fostering a sense of responsibility;

e motivating pupils to think and to learn, as most children have a high level of natural interest in,
enthusiasm for and enjoyment of animals;

e encouraging respect and thereby improving pupils’ relationships with each other, parents and
teachers;

e teaching children to nurture and respect life;

e helping work undertaken with the most vulnerable children;

e helping children build confidence in reading;

e improving attendance;

e further promote our ‘Well Being’” agenda for pupils.

Dogs are increasingly being used in schools with great success and some of you may have seen in the
media that they are now being used in some hospitals as the emotional health benefits they bring are just
so vast.

The dog’s main place of residence will be an office area, which is secure and separate from the classrooms.
Whilst moving around the school, the dog will be kept on a short lead and will always be with an adult.




Please understand that we will do everything we can to reassure children who are fearful and that under
no circumstances will they be forced to meet with the dog. Similarly, if your child has an allergy please
notify us of this.

We hope the children will gain a great deal of enjoyment from having access to dogs at Wood End. However,
should you have any queries or questions on the matter then please do not hesitate to contact me or speak

with your child’s class teacher.

Yours sincerely

A P

(/;\/»”v'g =

Mrs Wilson

Head teacher



